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I, An antinuclear summer?

From the polnt of view of the development of the antinuclear move-
ment, the Three Mile Island accident was well timed and extremely
beneflclal. This 1s not to say, that the antinuclear movement wquld
have disapneared without it or that the accident changed 1t radi-
cally. But the unexpected proof of one of the main arguments of the
movement - 1.e, that nuclear reactors are dangerous - helped expan-

ding 1t both in numbers and in 1ts regional distribution.

A superficlal checik of the materials available to us shows that
approximatively 300'000 persons took part in. antinuclear dGemon-
strations, rallles, pickettings, alternative fairs etc. since

March 28, including the 100'000 who attended the national rally in

_ Washington D.C. on May 6. There were at least &0 antinuclear mass- -

events since Three Mile Island, among them & major demonstrations

with more than 10'000 participants.

More important, perhaps, than the increased numbers of people in-
volved was a wider regional distribution of the movement. It ex-
pandéﬁ from 1ts former strongholds in New England (Seabrook),
California (Diablo Canyon) and Colorado (Rocky Flats) into the
Midwest (esepclally Illinois) andeven the South (demonstrations

were reported 1n Atlanta, Georgla, Miami and St.Petersburg, Flori-
da, Bay City and Glen Rose, Texas) (1) There were also small rellies
in Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Arizona, New Mexico. New in the hi-

story of the antinuclear movement were also large demonstrations

in clties like New York, Boston, San Francisco etc,, which signa- =

led an expension of the activitlies from rural or suburban areas

into the metropolitan concentratlons.



ANTINUCLE AR SHALL POX

SUMMER 1939 :

oSHAM.DEhONSTﬂATWhS
@ LARGER DEMONSTRATIONS

But the most important question for us is whether this quantitative
expansion of the movement has also affected 1ts qualitative aspects,
1.e. the type of people involved, its organlsation, tactics, or

more generally 1ts class-composition, For, as impressive the numbers
might seem at a first glance, they do not indicate any kind of an
"nistorical break-through" 1like the ahti-War, clvil-rights or
student-movements of the gsixties which were able to mobilize mil-
lions. Even the Washington rally was in fact a "deception" for

many milltants. Considering the demonstrations in which we parti-

clpated personally and the reports we got from friends on others,

we conclude,” that the class-composition of the antinuclear movex = ~«

ment as 1t soclally manifested itself has not significantly changed



in this summer. By tils, we mean, that mainly whlte intellec<uol
wircera (mere or leze invoived in aslternative ways of procucticn
cr life style), inciuding students, made up for the bulk of the
perticlpents. Thle 1s confirmed by the regilcnal distribution which
snhows centere of educational industries (university—towns) as 1ts
organlsational bages. What hapgened after Three Mile Igland was
merely that this type of people got mobilized also in minor ecu- /k
cational centers, without changing the class-composition. (2) i
It was typlcal, that an antinuclear merch near Detroit (at Mon-
roe, June 2nd), which drew severzl thousand participants, consi-
sted almost exclusively of white students. It's class-basls was
only the consideradble university-industry in that city, but not
~-the-important automobile-industry and 1ts malaiy blaCk"wérk~fbréé;
“nd thile hapsened in a clty which was, durlng the Enrico-Fermi-

s

regctor accléent of Muy 5 1966 "almost lost", with &l 1ts workers,

students, races and quelifications.

This general statement of a superficelly stable class-composition
cf the movenent nmust, however, be modified in some minor, but
important aspects. 4 first modification occurred, of course, in
Pernsylvenia 1tsell, where the movement not only expanded in num-
ters on its olg class-basis, but also, in several demonstrationg
(in Harrisburg, Lancaster, Ycrk on April &, Reading on Kay 20 etc. )
included mainly "local recicdents", i,e. clerical and state burezu-
cracy~workers, which meke up a large part of-thhtAéégdl%tiéﬁ:'mv
The

same lype oI pecple appeared also merginalliy in other demon-

ctrations outside of Pennsylvenle. This first modification 1s ‘ﬁgz



easlly exnleined by the direct izpact and he«lth hazards of the
sccident itself (which, of course, can not be consgldered as an
"organicational model" for the movement as a whole). The material
interestg of thece people are obvious, also concerning the possinle

decay of propgerty-values (even surveys showing so fer no decline -

but the accident i1s not yet over).

L

Another important "marginal' chenge were "local kids" whe inter—
vened (or tried to intervene) in some demonstrations with unglan-
ned and unprecicted acticns, like storming and pulling down a
gate during the Shoreham-demonstration of June 6, without any
consecutlve effort to get arrested by the police. The officlal
leaders of tne movement had than o; course, to taxe their dista"
ceg from quch action ; mhich hurt th@ non_vicleﬂt imege of the
rovement (but also, we must add, the image of invulneratility of
the nuclear reectcr sites). These class-impurities put the

"auxiliery police forces" of the movement stosometimes hard tests.

Other "local kids" were simply cisappointed by the symbolistic
end ritualletic tactics of the movement. After the Indian Point
rltes of August 5, I heard a group of such "k1ds" talk to each
other on the way back from the ConEd gate(where the Civil Diso-
bellence-arrests were still going on) : "They are not serious",
one sald and tried to flush away his deception with a can of beer.

. O

Is reslgnation the price of "non-violence"?

The couhtératféék'Gith“highebigéébiiﬁémérideévééhﬁffbu¥éd'fénfﬁéi'

preservation of the old class-composition of the movement. This

“1s Indlcated by a growing gap between those who, ln poll are g/



afalnet nuclesr energy and thoee, who are, accdltionallyyfor the
clesing of al nuclear plants, The fear of capltal's "revenge" with
price-hikes vwas stronger than the fear of radletion.cangers and
created a paralysing schizophrenic attitude; if you are ir o cage

together with « lion, you don't tease him without, at least, a

chalr in your hands.

{
I1. A pro-zcler summer? c%&
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But the eamnost 1C0% price-hlke of the)gasoline (over a year)was

cn the other slde not as bad for the' "antinuclear" movement ag it
might seem. This is why’tbe:"appinuglgar" movement, which has al-
’Qéiéybcen‘very ééncerneé about the "energy-crieic" in general, ne-
ver came out with any type of action ageinst thls ferocious attack

cn the working-cless income and mobility., While the concerns of

more and more people shifted away from Harrisburg to their own gas
tanks, the "antinukers" continued thelr o0ld civil-disobedience rites

at nuclear plent fences, diminishing in numbers and enthusiasmf3

But meanwhile, a "new optimigm" grew within the movemnt: for the
more expensive vetroleum and nuclear energy became in this summer,

3+ i -
alternative energy sources became "cheaper'. (3) The pro-soler

<

| ~
wing of the "antinuclear" movement grew more optimistic while its

antlauclcar compenent felt a 1ittle bit "left alone" wma went on

.

biting its own.tail. A ghift from apocalyptic anti-nuke to opti- -

et soley
£ 2ler
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to-s2ler (o pro~slternative-energr-development jwas visisle
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ir the "antinuclear" movement long before this summer: alternative



energy falrs began to replace anti-nuclear rallies already last

year end a large part of the antinuclear militants, especlally
i B A - 3 K

"Inroermal eaders, were stressing more the soler Ooptlons than

the antinuclear fights. Some of them are aso involved in the alter-

natlve energy vusiness which isg bocming especlelly in New Encland.

(L)

The rise of the petroleun prices and electricity-rates has drana-
tlcally accelerated the pro-colar/aliernative cevelcpment,ass 1g
illustrated by the following statement:

"Earlier thls year, when I was preparing my pager for thig meeting,"
an expert on fuel cells sald, "I made my calculations assuming that
the price cf dlesel fuel would rise to 62 cents a gallon by 1285,
.~ ~1t has already reached that level, so-the proposals in my-paper
have vecore econcmically attractive practically svernizht. " (NYT,

2/10/79, report on the 14%th Intersoclety Energy Conversion Engin-

eering Conference in Boston)

With diesel fuel being 90 cents (or more) by now, we are not lving
in 1579, but somevhere in the early ninetles - as far as energy-
profitanility threcholds are concerned. The price-hikes of this
sutmer nave brought abcut a Jump of a decade or so in the profita-
bllity =f alternative energy-sources - and proflitability is still
the real nlannlng instrument of capltalism. Eigher energy orices
are not just another rip-off, another attack on our incsome to ralse

. -~

the oll-companies' profits, they express a choice, s ultimately

coniscicus cheice made by capltal in the nlanning of our future.

it 1

tn

a ciholce that will ve tested out exactly in the curren

rececslon, which, not by coincidence, is the third "accident" Oi;gii



this summer. Thnls cholce creates an intense diviclon beiween
thoce, who have, Tinancially or politically, invested in alterna-
tive energy and those (the majority) who don't have the means or
the will to ao so. While the pro-solar "antinuclear" movement can
only be hapry about the petroleum-price-hikxes, most other working-
class nouseholds experience it as a harsh attack on theilr income

and are unable to see the "positive aspects™.

why this attack ad why now? Firgt, 1t has to be stressed, that
this crisls is Ly no means an energy-crisis., In a certain sense

there was never.and will never be a true energy-crisis, because,

by the first law of thermodynamice, there is alwsys a constant
amount.of energy. What capital feces (and wants us to work and ?

“‘5ay for) is in fact not” an energy-, but a work-crisis, a crisls !i¥
Q

of the transformation of natural anc human energy into soclel

energy, into surplus value end profits. (%)

The current work-crisis goes back to the esrly seventles when
capltal tried to reverse the drop of goclial productivity caused
by the welfare struggles of the sixties (which resulted in a
kind of "wages for housework" for a lot of pecple, especially
women) by pushing people back into the wgged lavor-force und
thus getting back more work for its money than from the (collap_
sing)househol(s. 3cores of women obviously accepted that deeal,
hassled by toucher wvelfare-procedures and tired of the continous
insecurlty and strupgrles. But consequently they showed@ not much
more enthuclasm for work in the expanding servicé-éécﬁof; vhere
tney malnly were employed then in their housenolds before., Addi-

tlonelly the level of reproduction of thelr husbands and children@ZW
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(as future Wor<ers), of their lovers or orothersg was damaged.

Capltal triecd to counteract these effects oy a recrgenication of

jov)

‘-2aY, introducing more part-time Jobs, allowing more tire

vl
for sclf-reproduction (1like Jogging, yoga, mecitation etc.),re-
cefining ‘the role of the men, modelling the work-day on the pat-
tern of housework (several small Jobs, hlgh mobility, mixture of
work and"recreation), waged work wag generally expanded, but
wezes and work-_time dropped, as well as precdactivity., Even the
cournteratiack with inflation did not incite workers to Worx more,
Instead or working more intensively, they preferred to look for

an addltional 11ttlejob or have two wage-earners in the household,
An expanded wage-fund combined with lower productivity means
kp?ofitfcrisis Ior cepital. The brcadlyfbased infl&tlon’éfbdéd‘the.
cimmand-function of fioney, clearly visible in the eXpansion of

consumer-cebts. The response to this situation was the netroleum-

price-hike, a “gpeciric! inflation which was to produce g cépil-

lary profit-drain from low_productivity—businesses and working-
claés-income to the centers of highly productive, cépital,intén-
clve industrieg (among them not only petroleum, but! €so‘nucle er,
conputer and chemical). with th&seprofits, capital should ‘then be
eble to ‘make the next "jump", Thig solution, however, had its own
econorlc end pelitical dangers ; petroleun-inflation reduced
working-class consuzption (e, s, car-seles), but was irieffective
agalnst the stubborn Work-crisie, On the other end, lsclated inten-
sive_capital—prodaetion_proved_to.be highly_vulnerable-and-politi~

2ally riary. (5)
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“ae current recession 1s the laboratory where a capitalliss
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tlon Tor tals dead-locked profit-situation 1s to be found., C

52

oi-
tal 1s exploring the mysteries of the work-crisis by means of deeo
cuts 1atn the asclel factery. Obviously canital is »ris Xing serious
dlsruptiona of the process of material production and reproductlion,
a certaln level of destruction of its own assets (among them labdor-
power) and of 1ts own political pevsonnel (Carter). Cne surprising
findingz of thls soclal surgery couid be the alternative enersys

producticn and life-style as a capltallst optlon.

Trie cr.oice oF the oltcrnagive life-style and way of production
{apprOprlate technology, buddhist economy) was an attaclk againsgy
the capltalist pollcy of the early seventies to push people cut

of thelr households in the offices, stores or factories, to becoae

more productive. The retreat to the countryside (which in fact is

nothing else than a biz, natural household, with tr?es, mountains
etc. as furniture) or to low-level consumption and "tinkerer'_
production was a response of a sector of the working class (mainly
intellectual workers in a broader sense) wnich contributed during
2ll this perlod to the capltalist work-crisls. But on the other

slde, thls political and (more and more) also technical creativity

of the worxing class can be transformed from an instrudint of

Al

attazk 1into a condlting of defezt, i.e. Into the possibility orf

a "new mode of production" for capital itself. (Thls is Jjust one

78




example more for the Yasic lozic of capltallst development, which
has awiwvays Teen sustained dy the antazonlstic creativity of working
clags-~strugsle ; as the -hour-day-struzggle, the strugcle for pen-

siens etc. )

The alternativlsts have always stressed thelr interest in new ways

27 worzing, in human work end micro-productivity in the aousehold,
*

or small, autoncmous comrunities. Already Schumacher in his famous

i

book "smell Is Beautiful" discovered in 1973 the unexplored re-

sources Of our work-day : only 33 % of our "total social time" 1g
actually used for material production in a developped capiteliss
soclety. Then, he concludes: "Imaglne we set ourselves a goal in
the opnosite direction - to increase it sixfold, to ebout twenty
mﬁﬁéféenf,'so that twéﬁty“pér“ééhtydf total social time would be
used for actually producing thinga, employlng hands and oralnsg
and, naturally, excellent tools! An increlible thought! Even chil-
cren would be sllowed to make themselves useful, even old péOple.
a

(...) Think of the therpeutic value of real work; think of its

educational value."(7) There 1s no doudbt, that Scumacher and the

s . :
alternativists in pgenersl are sincerely interested in the good
of manizind and are not mere apoloetids of capltalism. 3But their
interest in real work happens to be alsc the mailn interesst and

lal
L

provles of cepltal at thls moment. Capltal is struvgling asalnst

"unrcal' work, unprofitavle and urproductive work, and is on its
wvay to cestroy 1t ¢ the lay-offs of this fall will show that.
-Algo capltal wants to have a closer look at-the immediate work- - -
precess and the structure of the vork-day, after the ocbvious
fallures o previous explorations (Fordism, Taylorism, income-

Incentives, part-time work etec.).’ : ' | ~E§
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The energr-price~nlkes maxe "numan energy" and other alternative

)

enersy- and work-zcurceg moros profitable ¢ a messenger on a bi-

(@]

vele 1s now even more profitable than before. "Man" Vecomes

corgetltive again -~ therefor also child-labor, grand-pa-labor

‘br M1



fu

The Zecentrrlizel, ecological, self-manage?, self-discinlines,
"yogic" (8) and avpropriate-technology-work is now a vliable option
for capltal. But thls does not mean, that capital 1s willing or
able to abandon the "old" 3} %_gocial-time-aector and that it ig
golng to give up 1ts command over the whole soclal factory., Itg
option 1s rather a combination of a mod%fied "01a" sector with

a dlsciplined "new" alternative area. (9) The capital-intensive
1ndus;rlal sector will be connected by various "umbilical cords"
withtggrknintensive sector and sucx out 1ts profits. Also for
capltal, such a proposal was until now a daring, an incredible
thought! For the "productivity" of thls alternative sector will

certalnly be lower as that of the old sector, when measured

~merely by output per capita, But on the other side, the reproduc-

tlve groductiviiy will be very high, although difficult to
measure (the “thePapeutical and educational value" of the new
worx, as Schumacher puts i1t). The work-day or work-life could
be reorganized between these two poles of social production

The exhausted labor-force of the intensive 3% F-sector could be
recycled in the elternative "complementary paradiie" and then
re-enter Intenzlve exploitation for another cycle. This would
be the meln gource of profits extracted froam the alternative
sector, For caplital, it could mean savings in soclal expendi-
tures, welfare, health care etc. for all thEseservices would

oe done "for rree" by unpald alternative lebor. The alternative
~to such_a solutign ypqlq any way_pnly.cpng;stx}pvmagg_gqemglgyr
ment or "fakea® ciployment In service jobs 1like in the seventies

and woul¢ infect the productivity of the rest of the X'OI‘&EI‘S.% K



If tihe profit_-transfer 15 sccured, 1ow_level*proiuctivity is
still preferable to no productivity or counter-productivity,

even in "developped" countries,

Jonestown, the fourth "major acecident" 1ip recent US-history,

Was nothlng else than a model of thls new mode Oof production,
Otherwise unproductive or unemployed people (mainly black wel-
fare-pecple) were put 1o wOrx, not only for thetir reproduction
but also for external Profits, and thelr "wages" were used for
capltal investments in the alternative gector., This experiment
falled, malnly because of the unability of the "comrand-person_

nel' (Jim Jones ang consorts) to deal with the highly explosive

]
internal dynamicsg of voluntaryq alienated work.His people bezan -

in facs to refuse the 84~hour_work~day andﬁ&hat could only
mean the breuk-down of Jim Jones'complete control over then,
Refusal of ¥ork, refusalto love wo;g, ended also the "love.
arffalr" with Jip Jones. In such g situation, death was pref-.

raole, What elge can you do with g labor-force which-ﬁaﬂa eve=n

refuses "al ternative work"? WHAT7?7

— - 3 g
Followinz a more balanced and less isolated "Jonestown"_model
the zlternative optlon could mean that energy and other commo-
ditles (also food) which had prevlsously been produced in the
3% F-sector would be -2oduced by our unpaid housework and that
we would have to invest our external wages ag Capital in our
household-economy. For example, we would have.to pay for our
solar collectorg and blo-mass-devicesg end acdiltionally have
to:take care or thelr maintenance, The stablishment of this

expandegd household-gector (which could also exist on g nelgh- B &27



borhcod or comrunlty-level) creates a tremendous new marxet

for "

\»!

5 % ~Intustrial products" (solar collectors, sheet metal,
storeai;e batteries, electrical applliances, all types of hard-

, P
ware, electronlcal equipment etc.) and 30 secureSanother profit-

transfer-”umbilical_cord", a source of profits. A relationship

0. unequal exchgnge, comparable to that between developped and

L4

underdevelopped countriea, would be established. Capitalilem,
arter eall, nas always been a comblnation of development and un-

derdevelopment and cannot exist in an other way.

The difference between those two comp-slementary sectors ig not,
that has to be stressed, the cholce of the technology. There

¥1lll also be a solar industry in the 3% #_sector, e.g. i huge

solar collectors in Arizona or ugly shale-oll-mining, or bio-
mess -gas-plants, Capltal ic more and more interested in this
use of "alternative" technologles, but thls has nothing to do
with the establishment df?barallel "soft path". Not only Big
Alteraative 1ig acceptable for capital, but ako smal 1 alternativé.
Decentralisation of things, e.g. self-made solar collector on
the roof versus giant collectors in desgerts or nuxes versus wini-
ls, does not automatically 17ply decentralisation of command
over cur life, as many alternativists hope. If this was true,
capltal weuld never have admitted the individual car as a means
of very "decentrallzed" trangportation and would have favoured
rallrcads which are much more centralized and easler %o control
(a central headquarter could determine the ~“hnuulea, the 1o -
cation of stations usw,). Capitalist command is far more sophi-

sticated and 1s essentislly not command over things, but con;fql
) . v ] R S o r
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over circulits, movementa, connections and exchange (mainly done

by money, with fiscal policies, btut also electronics;and by
police or other "physical interventlons only in case of break_

downs). Material decentralisation and destruction of capitalist

command are not the game Thing.

The shift from antinuclear to pro-solar within the antinuclear

movement,

, tne emergence of more and more "antiplanning" (0) and less

and less "obstruction"in relation to capltal are an expression

of an underlying capitalist opticn. It's revealing that these

antipianners, though they base thelr confidence on the techni_

cal creativlity of the working class-tinkerer, have no confidence




in the political creativity of the class, i.e. are continuous-

ly concerned about what could hapnen "afterwards" and are

afrald of so-called chaos or anarchy. (Tals is also visidle in
thelr pollce-tactics in demonstrations and in the fact, that
some oI them now stab in the back & the direct-action-people,

who ere ready to rely more on the pélitical creativity of the

movement.) Capitalism is depicted as a mere self-destructive,

sulcidal monster and they proposc to organize an alternative

"where capital has left". But while focussing on the oldest

and politically already harmless sectors of capital, they

cannot see, that capital never "leaves" end that they are only

.in competition with more-capital-intensive paths of develcpment
(nuclear, BIg Solar etc.) which in reality will go together with
"soft paths", unless capital and all its "pcesible alternatives"

are deflnltively vlocked and the mcnster 14 blown out in space

from our spacechlp Earth,.

-y n.

Footnotes
———

1) The antinuclear movement had expended in new regions even
before Trrec Mile Islend to a minor degree. The last yeer
saw small cdemonstrations in Loulsana end cn the eve of TMI,
there was the first demcnstration in Mississippi (Colemen

St.Perk, March 24) which drew 200 people,

.2)How this class-composition developped histortelly. and what _ ..
1t slgrnifles for the organizational and iieoclcgical character
W, hq
of the movement aﬁa !!ég attempte8d to analyse in Midnight

Notes, "Strenge Victories: The Antinuclear Movement in the US @ /2



- "
and burcpe.

not
2)Thie relative cheapness dcesn't mean that sclar will be more

expensive than any other encrgy before. 1l requireg further-
more inltlel investments that poorer people will not be able
to afford. The cheapness pays off only after & long period o°

operatlon which has to be anticlpated financlally.

Llef. Handa-On, A Guldedbook to Appropriate Technology in Massa-

chusetts,University of Massachusetts at Amherst,l157Z.

5)Even on the level of presently available energy-sources, there
1s no regl shortage: petroleum can last for decades, coal for

" “hundreds of years.

6)ef Midnight Neotes, : Strange Vlictories, 3ad Sur-

priees, on saftty—problems.

7)Small Is Beautiful, Harperé&Row,1G73,p.151/152

8)cf.the "elght alds to " the achlevement of the goal of
yora are listed as: (1) abstinence from injury, falsehood,
theft, incontinence, and the acceptance of gifts; (2) cleen-
liness, contentment, self-castlgation, study, and devotlon
to the Ishvars; (3) stable and easy posture, accompanied by
the relaxation of effort, or by a state of balance; (4) re-
streint of breath; (5) withdrawal oI the senses; (€)not allo-
wing the mind-stuff to wander; (7) focusing the mind-stuff, - -
or conterplaticn; (3) cuncentration, whereln the object of

contemplation is transcended and duality destroyed."(Yoga E%

Qivtrman AP Dratanitalr T 1T U tvmana hiuy Tamee Hanchtan Wnande



Harvard Cricntal Series,XVII (Cambriége: Harvarcd Uni-

“0

versity Frecs,171%) quoted in:Bierman/Gould,Fhilosophy for a

New Gencration, Macmillan,New Yorx,1970,John Koller, Selfdisci-

pline and Yoga,p. 487.

o

9)Already Schumccher is for a "mixed economy", for a ccexistence

Ld

of different levels of productivity.

W

o
10)cf Miénight thes,"Strange Victories,cn the Séfdefinition of

L
the Movenment and the "antiplen'_-problem,




With 1%e numerlcal and regional exsansion the antinuclear move-
ment has 1ncreasingly become the theatre of a struzgsle around

the questlon: who will provide the polit/econoulcal perscnnel
capable of manazing the alternative sector and the "new mode of
production” as a whole? Who will be able to domesticate the al-
ternatlive area, which 1s gtill an amblguous and explosive mixture?
who will function as "soclszl control rods" that would garantee

an orderly combustion of the new human work? Who has the experlence
and the politicél credibility? Time has come for a completely

new trpe of polit/eccnomical personnel, for "soft" soclal engineers.
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Sore of these comrnand proulem: are precently belng rehearsed in

in the antinuclear movement, In large meacsure it epuears ss a

%)
gel
)
(¢

ot
=
[
3

f cholces renging from Jerry Brown's Presicential Biq,

!
en s Party of Barry Commocner, the legalistic Friends

ct
’.h
3]

to the Ci
cf the Earth, the "0ld" antinuclecr types puening consclousness—
releing, the re-initiatorg of the Clamshell tactlcs of ritual-
1gtic fence climbing (SHAD etc,) and the "extremists" of the Coa-
lition for Direcct Actlon., The future of the movement appeares es
e "choice" between these tendencles, which can be looked at as
verious pclitical approaches to the "new mode of production®,
Though, &t times, they take themselves as mutually exclusive,
there 1s a constant shifting among thelr personnel, for they all.
find thelr materiel interests forwarced by the increase ol ener-
gy prices. (For example, there has been no serious attempt on
the political horizon stretching from the electoreilists to the

direct actionists to even rhetorically combat the energy prilce

hike. )

The various demcnstrations of the summer were supposed to Jemon-
strate the mobllizing cepacitlies of the different tendencles and

wera explicltly meant not to accomplish anything substantlal agalnst

the nuclear industry or even the plants. There was no need to push
a development which was alreedy belng accelerateld through the price
hikes ty capltal itself. In thie situation fence-climbing and the
star-sheped dle-ins a la Jonestewn left the clvil-cdisobedlence-
tehdency in the awvkwerd positlon of l'art pour l'art. With the

state closing down plantsg, the utilities and the banxs refusing to



finance the nuxeg, and the business press filled wlth scolar opti-
mism, what was the necd for Jumping fences into the arms of the
bemused pollce? Trhe maln effect of theee dlsgulsed pclitical
power-cames was the growlng deception and disaffection cof the sin-

cerely entinuclear militants and a certein erosion even among the

ranks cf the most disciplined non-viclence-activists.

By the end of the summer the criels of, the movement 1s more than
vielble, It expresses itself in the decaedence of the commitment

to rnon-violence, consensus-decisionnaking and affinlty-grougs.
This process 1s exemplified most starxly by the SHAD-zllaince in
New York which attempted to follow as rigicly as possible the pre-
cecdent of the Clamshell. But after 1ts almost Racinien demonstre-
tion at Shoreher (June 6), it was forced to "compromlse" 1ts con-
ééhéus~procedure and go alﬁﬁérwlth a &—majority_rule in the pre-
varations for the Indian Point demonstration of August 5. Follo-
wing on the consensus degrecation, SHAD accepted the heresy of

affinity groups being formed right at the demcnstration, with little

or zero non-violence training, As all non~viclence cerds have
been played and "strange victories" are belng-won elsewhere, the
old soclel actlvist part of the political perscnnel is becoming
Increasingly nervous and recls cheated by the legalist tendency
which 1s beginning to harvest the electoral fruilts of their own
lsbour. Wo needs militants experienced in crowd-control when the

crowds dlsappear by themselves?

Thue, the dlrect actionists have to prove that the movement cen
st111 "zet out of hand" and %rat they are needed for the fubure

management ol the alternative area. They have to act quickly,

DA



opefore capital may do the Jou by itself with itsg price policy,
or the legallsts may establish themselves too firmly., This si-
tuatlon 1s partly responsible for the sudden "extremiem" dig_
played by the Coalltion for Direct Actlon at Seabrook in its
organisaticn of the Oct. 6 occupatlon., The ante 1s dramatically
upped by the dlsavowal of ebsolute non-violence and the call for
the use of "tcols" such as ladders, shovels and wire cutters,
The alm of the demonstration lies n6'1onger in the "symbolic velue"
of the numbers arrested, but in its "effectiveness in directly
olocking further construction” (cf, Hamdbook for Cct.6). All <he
previous 1ingredlents of a tight crowd-control hsve been reduced,
The participants will have a choice of 35 agsembly points before
the plenned occupatlion and are free to take the type of action
~they want. Moreover, the slze of the affinity-groups has been
reduced to 5-10 (instead of 15-20 as before), which alicws Tor
quick declsions and unpredicteble behaviour. All this indicates

that the orgenlzers have to make large concessions in order to

win back the antinuclear militants who have been "abused" during
the summer. And there 1s at least the possibility that something
cculd happen, especlally if large contingents of wban bdlecks or
"local xids" were to take advantage of thls occasion to show thelir
interest in sccial disruption (see our deseription of the Levit.
town-riots below). The Cctober 6 occupation as a fingl battle is
an atiractlve bet also for scores of "old" militantes who cannot

Py

afford to walt for an alternative future. It has the attractiveness

of a reversed Yinas Tirith, where all free natlons of Middle-earth

Join thelr foreces to

e

o

eat the Black Lerd before the long winter
tegins. But they should not forget that some unknown nuclesr wor-

Ker 1s still cn his way to Mount Doom with the Ring, d%;% j§5



At the same time the organizers keep the cards in their hmis.
Firet, the model of the occupation (Marckolshelm and, mcre par-
ticulariy, whyl) involved only planned reactol sites and nct al-

most finliched plantg 1llke Seabrocrx. The marginal tolerance of the

£

nucicear 1ndustry ond the state will be much lcwer than in any pre-
vious occasion while the suppeort o lucal rezldents Lc by far less
impressive trhan in the German mocel case, Indeed, one of the orga-
nizers told us that "just anything thkat happens 1s a victory". It
1s ms 1T they knew they are golng to fall, and this very know-
ledge will be the main element of control over the demonstratcers.
Conceived as an "effective" antinuclear acticn, the demonstration
has only a very slim chance. However, for the first time in the
emericen antlnuclear movement a space 1s cpened to the pollitical
creativity of varicus types of pecple. The organizers are going to

take & rlsk - why should other pecple not tuke & chance?

The latcness of the planned occupation (nights in New Hampshire
get cold in October) indicates another source of anxiety for the

direct actionists. The connection with the first primary of the

-

¢Z0 rresidenticl electlon in NH, only four months after the

Cu

enonctration, 1s more than obvious. The occupatlion cate ceems
to be a compromlse between climate and electoral politics: con-
tinous with the antlnuclear summer, cocl enough to make it short,

and clecse en

@)

ugh to the spring to have an impact on the primary.
If the cdirect actlonists canncet display strength and control in

Cctober they will be completcly washed up An the melting snow of
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early (arch., For th 1llats present & very powerful argu-

6]

ment; the prlce nikes have estatlished the materlieal feasidility

of alternatlive productisn; consequently the wint 1s not to puch f%?



cepltel, but to institutionalize this production. ¥What better way

to Institutionalize 1t except through elections? & lot of "older!
socleld activists in the movement have already made thls cholce,
Trhey ure now arrald that an "ugly" outcome for the October §
aetion could darase thelr electorzl positions, spoll the pearty
and celay this Institutlonadizaticn precess. That's why even

Anna Gyorey, Hawey Wasserman,.Sam Loveloy ané others although
offically "endorsing" the demonstration, ere ia fact golng around

and atedwing in the back the direct sctionists. (Our hope is,

that cveryboly's perty gets spolled!

The clecrest cxarple of the new electorallst tendency is the

Citizen's Party (a "Third Party" apoinst the Yemocrats and Republi-

ceneg). Barry Comroner 1s its mentor end likely candidate, while

i1ts orgenilzational units (beside some "socislist" elements frox

the Democratic Ferty and some unions) are the "eress-roots" or.
genlzatliong of the '70s. These locelly vaseq, lssue-oriented ov
constliuency-focused groups expended during the 1572-T7Y4 crisis
involving uhenoelves in “bottom linee® econﬂmlc 1ssues ran*inb
from taxes to uuilitj ra tes. But the present enercy squeeze,

and reccssion
price hikes,are putting thls movement into cricis. They are
facing the futility of single-issue-campalgns, which fail to
buildia wider soclal péwer. At the same tlie, thelr bases in the
comrunity and the neighborhoods makes them the natural allies
of the altisinctiviste, Thle 1e¢ vhat Barry Commoner represents.
He cpeazs fer o« "new rationality", i.e. an elternative, decentre-
lized but cupremely efficlent production and reproduction. Although

"ls anti-capttalisn 1o very auch of the Second International



varlety, he Z2oes not opt for the archaic nationalization of
lerge lncustries, but finds in the home and the communlty the
Le tdeology of alternatives meets
with "nelghborhcod-power" in the Citizen's Party, whose very
name 1ndicat:s 1tz acceptance of the most abstract form of capl-

tallst work: votinc,

sg for Jerry Brown, he represents the future interaction between

-

the 7% f-sector (5Ig Business). Cut—

(@]

tiie clternative sector en
ting seclal expencditures, imvlementing unpald alternative servicee
end using the noney instead for productive investments (alsc in
the slternative energy sector, in mass-transportition ete. )is

hlsg program.It mckes perfect sense for capltal and 1s not just

an exp esslon of demagogzical opportunism, as many cf hics criteag
srzue, Jerry Brom's wealmess is probably his lack of a sYaso-
root basls. Dut Tom Havéen and Jane Fonda are woreing on this

wlth thelr Carpalzn for Economic Democracy.

Power in the antinuclear movement (which went from the legalistic
Ffiends of the Earth to the alternativist mass movement, as e.r.
ﬁhe Clamchell) scems to be shifting back Irom the dircet aziionista
to the clectoral sphere. Cnly an unexpected turn could reverse

thls tendency vhich undoubtedly represents an immedlate defeat.
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centralized incusiry (whish they at tilzes 1lenilfy
with

intenclve,
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rmanthy for the alterantlve moce of production than
(In thls context, Jerry 3Brown 1s

e ny a2 lle ;
" opyeyre for capital.) There is,

La

very "eompromlsing

aowever, a more lmaedlate enewy the movement

~e nhikes, Thls movement got soclal expres-

2
orice

"gas" riots of

- 1 N . e A "=
Le-vittown, pPennsylvania. (June 23/24 Thls movenmant is a "dif-
1y c¢istinct from the

s0i" sovement, clmost subliminal, completely G
Wewtontan enti-nulte movement which 1s obsessed with getting
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the exact nuaber of puartlcipants ota demo (e.z. at the Iniian
. - e v
Point rally of aus, 3, pedle_stamped not

-

-~

to be double-zcounted
vy o the orgenizers, 80 anxious ere they to give accurate accoun
b ) J b e )

of maas, spaze and time), another "Hewtonian" aspect 1a *he use

of buses (with sharp schedules) to ship home demonstrators exac s
v at the polnt when "interesting things" bLegzin $o hapgen. The
anti-price-mdivement cppears to be ruled by a kind of "Helsenberg"-

-

principle of class strugzle ¢ when you look at the mass, vou éon't

ft

e lh2 movement; when vou look at the movament, you can't see
’ 2

[#9}
(¢}

the masses. whlle its ection secms swift and involvesonly relative-
1y few people (c.z. Levittown involved at most 2,000 to 3,000 at
1ts peakX, thoush nobody was countlag) it obvlously has a large

~

clas

o0}

~potential., This movement, that 1s against the price

-~

, things the gSas shortage is a "hoax", tutpresents no plans ,
eppears 1o both cepiltal-intensive industry and the alternativists
as purely necative and eveﬁ "reectionary". Further, it 1s of
necessity vioient since only the "Gangerous types" can have an
effect on a target 1like oil prlces, which zppear unaésailable

by the usual methods of protest and subversion.

One impertant fact that must Le stressed is that the price hixe
nad no preletscuined limit (in Lurope, gasolline prices are now
belween 32,50 and $3), foe all prices, especlally oil and enersy

prices, cre detemalned by the cluss strusgle. There was no ne-

cesslty [for the grice of goasoline to settle at about 51 at the

veglnning of July. As Harx pointed out, thne prizes of commndities
cre ooterninilonot Ly othe value (se2icily nccessary labor time)

WA
O

crystalized 1n the comrodlty, buit by the rat of capital to lagbor




eusorved In 1is production., .hen there is & lotv of capital conm-
pared ©o laber in g commodlty then 1ts price 1s hizher than 1ts
velue, wnlle If a commoilt v 1e labor-intencsive 1%s grice is lcvrer

rinclple underlles the unecual excihiange
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tetweoen ceveloged and underdeveloped countries, ) Thals 1s capecial
lv true of sassline wnich is produced with very little labor, be-
cause there 1s very little labor to fxploit in a refinery,e.g
where,then, are the profits of the oil industry coming from? From
the discrepancy between the rasoline price and its value., It iz

surplus appropriasted soci 2ially, from the totallity of explolitation

—

-

induced in all the other greas of procuction and reproduction.
Hence, the subtleness of the exploitation and the dif fficulty of

confrenting 1t directly.

The struggsle that has most helped Jdetermine the prize was the
truckers' strike and the Levittown rlots, Nelther attacled the
o1l compenles directly; rather, they were directed at the soclal
and pclitical circuits upon which the surplus of the energy cor-
porations depend. Both the strike and the riot .threatened the
functloning of the exploitative mechanism which determines the

value of capital ang, thevefor, the price of oil,

In one scnse the truckers strike wvas a classlc struggle; it besan
with wild-cat Clsruptions, grew to a polnt where the union cfri-
clals had to tcke on the strike, then Lt pot out of control, turned
into a riot followed by a "compromlse" settlement and the return

to worx., But though the detalls are famlliar, the shape is quite:

(7

8]

Pl I a ) .
callerens,




In late May «nd early June sporadlc reports of blockades at trucik.
stops bezan. ror exanple, cn June 3 there was a blockade ot a
truck-stop in Cilahoma Clty. Then followed reports ¢f sniper fire
throughout the lildwest, from Rapid City (South Dakota) to Lolo

liot Springs, Montana and Sioux City, Iowa. As the heat built up

the Independent Truckers Assocleation (ITA) was forced to formally

o

¥

ack the strike on June 12, But the formal backing by the ITA
neither halted the shooting nor the unannouncel® blockades of gas-

stops, dlesel-dcpotg and highways all around the country. June 22-

g

was the climax of the gtrike. Carter's first concession was

4

4
9]
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wed by gunfive in Loulsieana, Mlnnesota, Tennessee and I1l1-

nols. The scene was set fognﬁevittown "white riot", at the
crogs-section of the gas-powered, suburban-basad proletariat,
’it'#as a meeting of truckers and kids golng through the "cold

turkey" that exploded and 1t : was the declisive point of the oil

price hlke curve in the U.S.

Tne site of the riot, Five Points Intersectlion, 1s the natural
spatial spot of thals ignition, for 1t.is literally thé auto-highway-
heart of the suburbs! A meeting place of five roads, at each of

the vertices three gas statlons, a tire shop aend a prcduce market

in front of a diner. Around it is Levittown, the first planned
working ciasgs suvurb of the posgt-WiWII perlod, &all neat and decep-
tive in the now relaxed grass plots and shade trees. Cn June 23

the truckers helpeld sparx a confrontatlion between young guys

nanglng out or crulsing and the gas station owners. They were
blocxadinz the produce markeﬁ on thé other end of theuintersection

and when one of ths station owners tried to shut down "for leck



A ~ 1 a v i~ N - N .
ef gas’, tires vegan burnlng, rocis were thrown and carsg wrecked

in the mlddle of the intersection. When the police arived they
were met wWith sticks und the fire men were me: with bottles, The
local cops were completely overwhelmed by thnelr own "citizensg"

end had to call in relnforcements from all over the area as well
as the state police., After arrests and tattle, tiilngs quleted
down only to bec met the next afternoon by a nelgborhcod crowd
milling at the intersection. An olé sofa 1is put up in flames,
a.junk car 1s dumped in the intersection by an unidentified tow
truck end the battle explodes again, "Firecrackers, including
powerful N-80s, boomed and sparxed throughout the night." At
the helght of it Bucks County Sheriff, John Mitchell, said:
"There is a complete breakdown of law and ovder in Lower Bucks,
all police povers are exhausted" and asked for "partial martial
law". As Mitchell contlinued: "(The first night)was well planned

they (the truckers) are very well organized, probadbly tetter
crganized than we are," while the second night was "spontaneous";
but elther way the police was definitly spooked. They had a
dpolice riot" of thelr own, beating up "innocent bystanders",
rougiing up the arrested and chasing the "protesters" in "a
guerllla type warfere into the residential areas surrounding

the intersection." They continued thelr Jumpiness into the next
day when they arrested a local voman for "assalting a p2lice
officer" after she threw lced tea and ice cuvbes at him. Their

"own people" were striking back at them and they didn't know

whom to trust.

After the rlot the truckers strike began to taper off, (al-

though June 26 saw a bloekadegﬁarling up %0 miles of traffic



in -he Long Island Expresswvay) even though the official demands

—

5 the strl¥e vere far frow met. For example, the elimination

cf the 55 mph speed 1imit was never negotiated, while the fuel

paces along and the uniform welght standards were postponed.

However, the csucntial demands of the strik

Q

- more cdilesel

and stabllization (if not roll back) of the prices - bezan o
be met in a ghostly fashlion. By the last weekend of June and
the first of July the gas situatlion began "Improving"~ the

cllen threat of shortages clsapreared as qulckly as 1t

struck.
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Though the strike and the ric+ could be looked upon as the
work of a very small section of the working class (the Truckers
end auto Junkies of Levittown)having rather précise needs
dlctating an assault on rlsing fuel prices, thelrs turned out
to be the most visible action agalnst the gas shortage. But

1ts archalc cetalls mirrored lmportant noVelties in 1ts targets
(the state directly), breadth (continental), organizational
form (uncentralized, flexible, un;redictible),Atechnology (the

cxtensive use of CBs to coordinate Dlockades and police confron-

tatlons), und generativeness (across age and occupational gaps).
) - p

At the veryvmoment when capital lives or dies by the price or
oil, those who were considered the most anti-revolutionary and
~bought off sectci's of the working class became the mst obatruec.
tive to capital (whatever the reasoas in thelir heads). The
truckers put theilr demands as pure income/work issues; they
wanted to go faster (finlsh earlier), carry more and not Pay
for the gas hike, In this, nowever, they expressed the demands
-0f most of the working class : they did not propose another
plan for more work (as the alternativists have). They refuged

v provide a solution to the work crisls, and respect the

‘demands of "general" capital and insisted on thelr particular
interests. In this they appeared "oackward"; but in the context
of the present crisis any atterpt to holduback preserves the

work-crisls that capital so desperately needs to transcend.
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VI. WYhere is thic roal anti-nuke movement?

The whole point of our analysis up to now is to drive a wedge
between the alternativist ("pro-solar") and the anti-nuclear novements,
Though historically they have devcloped together, the last few
months have increcasingly separated them out, The reason for the
initial identification of these two movements has a simple
"economic" determination., The alternativist movement understands that

it was in its interest to make nuclear pover more expensive so that

"solar" costs would bec more competitive, Hence, it has always "fought
the nukes". At first they fought against "3%I" capital for in the

1960 s dp to the carly 70's expensive nukes were not in the interest

of this capital. But since 1973 "3Jn capital's strategy has definately
chanr~ed, (Cf. "Introduction" and "Notes on the International Crisis" in
Zerowork 1.) The leap of 0il, coal and uranium prices in 1973-75 m ade

it clear that capitalts mode of realizing its profit would take

the energy instead of the "auto-industrial sector as.its basis in the

U.S, Since then the interests of the alternatiyists and the "3%%" capitalists

- have increasingly coincided and in the recent months have all but
bcecome identical, That is, both are intercsicd in Di_ix cnexgy
rrices thoush they compric on what formszot cniroy proivciion will
be dcveloanzd.

The crgument Loz mlie, shale—oil or coal sasification does not
depend any longer upon the possibility of lower prices as a selling
point, Carter's recent speeches on energy have taken the "millions for
independence and not a penny for tribute to the Arabs" line, PresumaBly
"we'" a re interested in buying freedom from shortages at any price,
The only question asked is whether the money will go into shale, more
0il drilling, alternative technology, coal gasification, nukes or whatever,

As a conscquence of the shifi in capitalts stra tegy since 1973 and,

more immediately, the price squewze of 1979, capital-intensive industry
and the alternativists have a common interest and a sphere of negotiation.
The ground has been prepared for a kind of energy Magna Carta, I'or
example, the alternativist movement can concede to the completion of,
let's say, 50 or 60 plants under construction on condition that a
certain lovel of investinent goes to the "alicrnative technologcy" sector,

Indeed, the recent interest in the electoral "solution" is a natura 1




result of this new commonality. The Brown and Commoner campaigns can be
sccn in this light. Jor, afler all, where better to make a deal except
in the "smoke filled rooms" of electoral politics, even if the smoke
is grown in Columbia instead of the Carolinas, The alternativist element
of tLe movement, who believes the time is ripe to begin to actualize
its envisioned form of production, willundoubtedly flock to these
campaigns (under the banncr of “"realism" no doubt).

Where is, then, the real anti-nuclear nmovement? It must clearly
be built out of those whose material interests cannot be negotiated
with either the "3&%" capi.alists or the alternativists., At this point
there are two movements in this position: the anti-price-hike
movement and the movement of nuclear workers (in the narrow and
broad sense). The anti-price movement is directly anti-nuke simply
because the strategy upon which nucléar development depends is based
on the increased price of energy. Every victory of the anti-price

movement undermines the expansion of the nuclecar indusiry. The nuclear.

vworker!'s movement is based upon the refusal of the work of < }
absorbing radioactivity and it has two sections: those in the plants ;
and those outside.The anti-price aspect is the money side while ;i:;/:>
the other aspect is the work side, The real anti-nuke movement is ‘

the refusal of wasting your body and your life for radioactive capital,

The truckers and Levittown rioters are the most visible protagonists
of the anti-price movement; the rest is subliminal and indirect becéuse
the energy price impact is "capillary" and is felt as Just another
consequence of “inflation”. The anti-price struggle is ultimately a
wage siruggle. However, the problem of this struggle is th,t the
wage is less and less determined &t the locus of the job or state
agency (e.g., the welfa re office) but is incrcasinly a direct social
Quantity determined by the ‘ransformation oi basic comuodity prices,
Hence the sense of a pervasive but almost invisible conflict throughout
the post-1973 period in the U.3. In order to sce this conflict a
reclassification of worxing class action is necessary,

Consider bank robbery, At onc time bank robbers were divided
into the professionals for whom the heist was a kind of wage and

the unemployed "amateur" who took the money as an alternative

Wwage, But the explosion of bank robbers (3375 increasec in two years since

1970) in 2 pecriod of droppins unemployment indicates that bank



robbery is increasinly a way of fighting inflation for those who have

a wage (in onc form or anoticr) but whose woge is being attacked Yy

the cnergy-price inflation. As Jay Dixon, security director for the
Croiker National Bank, analyses the situation: "the bulk of bank robbers

arc not professionals; for onec reason or another, it is someone

who needs mney..." (. Y. Tincs, 8/25/79) Bank robbers increasingly losc

their precise socio=cconomic catagorization (no more being the "pro"
or the "hard-luck lbsscr") and merge once again, after a century and
a half, with the working class as a whole, i,c., as "somcone who
needs money", (Cf. "Wages of Crime" a forthcoéingllignight.Hgigg
publication),

While the bank rohber takes the money form directly as tle
target of the price struggle, other eléments of the anti-price
movement take the more traditionally defined wasge fornm as the
ground of battle, for exanple, the collapse of the Carter vage-
price guidelines indicate that this terrain is still very dangefous
territory for capital, perhaps permdnently. The anti-price-hike
movement has diffcrent sirands that are far from connected and have
many ccntradictions among them, but it forms a basic root of anti—
nuclear behavior today, For the anti-price-hikers approach the
energy/work crisis of capital not with an alternative way out but
"merely" a "plan" for intensifying it. That is why,taoubtedly, they
appear to the alternativists as "reactionarits" who must be educated,
But what kind of educatiion are ihey proposing? That radioacfivity is
dangerous? Every five yecar old child knows that. No, this education
mania in the alternativist anti-nuke movement is really about re-educating
the working class out of its strug;le against work and for wages., They
are to be taught that their interestis are misguided, their needs are false
and their desires are illusions, not that nuclear plants and wastes can
kill,

The other root of anti-nuclecar behavior lies in the nuclear workers!
movenent, waich includes both those who work directly in the rlants and
fuel cycle and those living around the plants. Even the nuclear

industry recognizes that living around the plant is work for it pays the

bulk of the town taxes for local residents (which many consider a kind of
wage), It is anxious, however, to "limit 5 liabilities" since, after

all, a large portion of the population is immediately affected by

Z %



radioactive emissions (e..7., traces ol radioanctive iodine showed up in
H.Y.C. milk after THI). The focus of this novencnt is the work we do,
more or less directly, for the nuclear industry. The essence of this
work is most clearly scen in the case of nuclear workers proper like

"

the'ﬁumpers who are paid $100 for turning a single screw in two

minutes in a highly radiosctive areas their work is to have their bodies

exposed to radiation for in this industry work appears in its pure form <

not as physical effort,bat as the desiruction of the body.

The struggle of nuclear workers aguainst their work inside the

plants is shrouded by a thick security web of guclear industry cops,
"F.B.I. and military agents, NRC and union bureaucrats. Tius, very little
gets out, Bul the nuclear workers! subversion of the plants has its
muffled echo in the increasingly elaborate security proceedures and
continuous anxiety concerning '"human error" infecting the official
guidelines and rejjorts of the state and industry. We are told that THI
itself was due to "human error" and we know that on April 27, two nuclear
workers, William E. Kuykendall and .James A. lerrill, in the Surrey,
Virginia nuclear plant carried a bucket of caustic sodium hydroxide past
about 15 other workers into the fuel storage room and damaged about
$30,000,000 worth of rods, A month and a half later they held a press
conference to charge that the plant was making illegal radioactive
releases, had becn poorly maintained and had violated tecimnical
specifications set by the NRC. This incident touched off another flurry
of public nuclear soul searching with the NRC's Frank Gillespie saying:
"What can you do?...It would be like your wife going and setting a fire
in your house, It presents us with difficult questions., How many people
do you need watching each other to be safe?" Clearly the "wives" '

of the industry are refusing the nuclear housevwork,

The nucléar worker movement is not confined inside the plants for
increasingly the plants are becoming the targets of attacks from the
outside. These attacks range from "local residents" demonstrating
against the plants (c.g., at THI), and refusing to provide water and
other services (e.g., at Scabrosk) to real or implied physical assault.
For example, the Gun:wel ace.unting Cifice reporied :hav 62 incidenis
sccLw .t . T 2L o sdle oading Sept. 30, 1976 "involving boab tareais,

extortion a.t:u:pts and actual security breaches," The assumption of the

nuclear industry that if you locate a plant in a "conservative' rural
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area,all will be ﬁcll no matter what lppens is.wrong, as the aftermath
of TiII shovs., E® Eﬁychologists in the area say their caseloads for
youngsters of preschool aze incrcased25% afiar the accident and a

suit is being [iled by some local farmers against et Edison for

tie psychological dama:e done to their children (many of whom brlieve
they will die in a decade). ionths afier the accident, Iliddletown

"the once closely-knit comnunity is n.w split over the merits and hazards
of its nuclear neighbor, the division spilling over into heated debate
across backyard fences and at bourogh ncetlnvs." (Philadelphia Bulletin,
7/8/79) The social "pcace" the nuclear reactor depends upon and was neant

to deepen had turned into a protracted guerilla warfare, THMI won't

be over for decades. .

The anti-price-hike and nuclear workers movements form the basis of
a real anti-nuclear movcment thatwill not, because it cannot, compromise
with the development of" nuclear caplial,

The crisis of the anti-nuclear movement, as presently constituted,
is whether it will continue to develop as the cuffing edge of
the alternativist movement or will separate from it. The tension within
the anti-nuke movement this spring and sunmer does not come merely from
the choice of prosolar tactics, but rather from the fact that many in
the anii-nuclear movement are increasingly unable to follow the
alternativist path, They are interested inclosing the plants and not
in an "allernativist future", This tension and division infects all the
different strategies mentioned before (from the electoral to the
direct action). M any of us simply can't afford the alternativist future.
For this spring and summer have modified the "old" class comp051tlon ‘of
the anti-nuclear movement. The mostly precariously employed white.
intellectual workers incrcasingly feel the strain of uncmployment,
inflation (especially after the "counter-attack" on gasoline prices")
and in their material perspectives are ingreasingly pushed to the present,
awgy from "alternativist futures options",

What then could the real anti-nuclear mcvement be? A meeting point,
perhaps, of the anti-price-hike and nuclear workers movement, a
nexus of money and body politics, On the one side, the anti-nuclear
movement could be a catalyst for anti-price-hike struggles, e.g.,
Struggles against utility rate increases and fuel pass alongs which
will undouotedly increase this winter as the price of warmth will become
impossible for m any. On the other side, it could materially support

nuclear workers in the plants in order to bring about a live option



S
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for them (e..;., LY subporting an imnmec Late pension plan hat would make
it possible for plan. workers to lcave their jobs without hurting) and
incrcase our resistence to all the nuclear work thatpify to maike us do,
The proviem for the anti-nuclear movement is not to provide a solution
to the work/cnorgy crisis bul to intensify the refusal of the nuclear
and "alicrnativist" future that capital will try tc synthesize in

ils scarch fer survivael,

August 28, 1979
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