Substruction in the Class/Room Struggle

Setting aside work and discipline, this
spring students began to build the framework
of a new mass movement. In the month of April
alone over 100,000 students participated in:
pro-divestment actions at over 60 colleges and
universities, including many of the largest in
the country, with several thousand arrested.

Capital has fresh and painful memories of
dancing to the tune set by students in the
1960's and is therefore attempting to limit
and disarm student struggles wherever it can.
Although the new student movement is still
in its-infancy, it is clear that already

"there is a lot at stake. Underscoring this
is the fact that today over 12% million stu-
dents are enrolled in the factories of higher
education--a 50% increase since 1970.

The fact that the potential power of stu-
dents is recognized by both capital and the
left, and that the student movement is still
young, makes it imperative that we discuss
how to push the student movement forward, how
we can adopt the most effective strategies,
tactics and organizational forms. Our brief
look at the student movement will be limited
to analyzing the student struggles themselves,
their content, development, circulation and
direction, as opposed to adopting a more com-—
plete analysis that would, for example, also
look more closely at the relationship between
students. and other sectors of the working
class or more at capital's plans for students.
We have.written this article based on our ex-
periences as student activis*s at universities
in the Northeast andour discussions with other
activists across the U.S.

Many Unsung Roots

Over the past few years, students across
the country have been engaged in diverse strug-
gles, all of which have nourished this spring s
resurgence of visible mass protest. The fact
that these struggles have been obscured and
concealed while the divestment struggle alone
has been embraced by the media makes it im-
perative that we understand the recent histo-
rical context of this spring's struggles.

Anti-sexist struggles have fought violence
against women, organized support for the de-
mands by clerical, technical and service wor-
kers for pay equity, and demanded child care
for students who are mothers. The "Take Back
the Night'" marches, the struggle of predomi-
nantly women workers at Yale University in the

Fall of '84 for "comparable worth," and the
battles at Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn
(see Notes #7) and at U. Mass.-Boston for,
among other things, child care programs, are
but a few examples of the struggles of women
at universities.

Black, Latino, and other non-White students
have organized struggles to combat their de-
clining enrollment due, in part, to racist
admissions policies and to capital's attack
on financial aid programs. At Brown Universi-
ty, for example, a coalition of Black, Hispa-
nic and Asian students has organized building
occupations and other demonstrations. in sup-
port of demands for an increase in non-White
faculty, more "minority'" studies programs,
more financial aid, and an end to racist at-
tacks by campus police and chauvinist White
students. Similar struggles countering ra-
cism have also been waged at other colleges
around the country, from San Francisco state
to Cornell University.

The relationship between these anti-racist
struggles and the spring divestment movement,
and the level of unity between them, has va-
ried from campus to campus and changed over
time. But it is important to recognize that
the experiences of people of color have circu-
lated within the divestment movement and that
students of color have initiated and provided
leadership in- the divestment struggles at many
schools.

Students have engaged in direct actions to
prevent capital's international road show of
G. Bush, H. Kissinger, J. Kirkpatrick, A.

Haig and C. Weinberger, from appearing on

many campuses across the country. Since the .
spring of 1984, these actions have generali-
zed into actions against organizations, the
most notable being the C.I.A., which has been
booted off over 30 campuses.

At U. Colorado-Boulder, 478 arrests were
made over. three days as students and supporters
battled to keep the Company off campus. At
U. Wisconsin-Madison, cops made it clear who
they were there "t protect and to serve" when
they maced students trying to stop CIA recruit-
ment. These actions also produced new tactics
by students such as the "citizen's arrests",
and they have been broadened to include cor-
porate recruiters.

The militarization of the university since
1979 through programs and policies such as .
the Solomon Amendment (coercing draft regis~
tration), the expansion of ROTC programs, and
direct military research and development con-~
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tracts, has also been met by fierce resistance. April 4. On April 10, Berkéley students star-

The burning down of the ROTC building at Ber- ted a similar sit-out. Rutgers began a sit-
keley this past year is the most dramatic ex- in at their student center on April 12, Cor-
ample of this resistance. nell began major actions April 18, and from
The significance of the actions noted above there the movement spread to universities

is two-fold: First, they are based on the im- such as U.Florida, U. Iowa, U. Kentucky, U.
mediate and specific social reality of stu- Wisconsin (occupied the ‘rotunda of the state
dents, and so ultimately express the demand by capitol for 15 days), and 50 other colleges
students for greater control of the univer- and universities. The tactics employed varied
sity. Second, they generally have taken the greatly from school to school and within in-

form of direct action that is autonomous both ~ dividual campuses. Besides the sit-outs and
from national political organizations and from -ins, blockades and building occupations,
bureaucratic university channels. there were also petitions, rallies, vigils,

It is precisely because of these features marches, hunger strikes, student strikes,
that even '"liberal" newspapers such as the mass civil disobedience and the construction
N.Y.Times, Boston Globe, Washington Post, etc., ©f shantytowns.
have consciously opposed the circulation of Tactically speaking, a number of the ac-

these experiences in their broadsheets. These tions were positive in that they integrated
very same newspapers which refuse to make men- autonomous direct action with mass decision-

tion of autonomous direct action, go a-cour- making. Unfortunately, an equal number fre-
ting the most reformist strands within the quently verged on the absurd, as students
student divestment movement, in order to res- often negotiated the terms of their arrest
-trict students' imaginations to the processed  Wwith the police (satirized even by "Doones-
images of acceptable protest. Even that "in-  bury"), hired lawyers to negotiate with admin-
dependent radical newsweekly" The Guardian (of istrators and other judges, and organized

NYC) wrote with unabashed enthusiasm on June their actions to meet the expectations and

5, "Today's activists emphasize their prede- deadlines of the established media.

cessors' mistakes and differences in approach - Pandering to the media, in particular,

such as minimizing confrontation," (emphasis often became a goal in and of itself. In lis-
added). tening to some students who participated in

the spring actions, it seemed as though they

believed that "bad media" for the university

13 1 3 ” would be a sufficient condition to force di-
Aprﬂ 18 the CrueleSt Month vestment, especially if that bastion of truth
’ the NY Times covered the story. This belief

in the media as being an independent and im-

The divestment campaigns that achieved partial "Fourth Estate" is somewhat extraordi-
such widespread attention this past April have npary in light of the fact that university
been active for the better part of a decade. trustees are also often on the boards of the
More precisely, most were engendered by the media corporations. The tendency to plan stra-
Soweto uprisings in 1976, and continued to tegy around media coverage has dangerous re-
be active for a number of years, often achie-  percussions, for it is a tactic that chains
ving important but limited victories such as the movement to limited structures, as stu-
pledges by university trustees to adhere to dents police themselves both in the form and
the Sullivan principles as well as divestment content of their actions.
by a few colleges. Like this first wave, the These tactical mistakes, though, must be

divestment campaigns on the campuses this past seen in the context of the movement's more
spring were spurred by the daily insurrections positive and challenging actions. At Tuft's
in South Africa, as well as by the "arrest- University in Massachusetts, for example, se-
fests" that were staged by TransAfrica and the veral hundred students voted at a teach-in to
Free South Africa Movement throughout the fall disarm the campus police - a vote and a result
of '84 and spring of '85. In California, the engendered by police infiltration of student
divestment movement gained much of its strength organizations and by the cops' strong-arm ap-
from the actions of the International Longshere- proach during the spring struggles. At Cor-

men and Warehousemen's Union (ILWU) in San nell, similar proposals to disarm the campus
Francisco. In November of 1984, the ILWU re-  police were made through the school newspaper,
fused to handle South African goods, and du- and again it was a result of continual student-
ring the spring divestment campaign, they mar- police confrontation.

ched to Berkeley to support the students. At U.Mass-Amherst, and other universities

April 3 saw Boston area students and Boston where arrests occurred, students often attemp-—
cops squaring off against each other at a demo ted to blockade the buses carrying their fel-
calling for, among other things, more student low students to jail. On occasion, such ac-

aid, an end to apartheid and self-determina- tions were criticized by "moderate" pro-di-
tion for Central America. Columbia students .= vestors. On many campuses around the country,
began their action outside Hamilton Hall on - students erected shanty-towns and tent cities
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on land surrounding "their" administration on individual campuses vis-a-vis administra-

buildings, thereby following the tradition tive channels and "official" student organi-
laid down by the Diggers 350 years ago and zations, it is on the national level that the
more recently by People's Park. At Cornell struggle between autonomy and cooptation is

invading three banks, the
local high school. They w
ly, denounced as "hotheads'
and the social democrats.

ness in South Africa wer
get of students in Mad
students became so ad
they were able to sh
tle trashing, a brang
only a handful of det
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This is not to say that students shouldn't
organize nationally or internationally. On
the contrary, more organizing on both levels
needs to be done and is being done in a
variety of ways - on the phone, through the
recently formed student computer networks,
and through circulating the experiences of
struggle in person. However, the struggle
must be waged between organizing nationally
and a national, centralized organization,
between autonomy from capital and the
reformist left, and the distinct pOSSlblllty
of cooptation.

The need for autonomy rests not only in
a long term perspective which opposes social
democracy in its multiple guises, but because
the strategies pushed (imposed when they can)
weaken the movement even for the goals we can

share with social democrats (e.g., divestment,

an end to apartheid, and end to U.S. domina-
tion of Central America--though all this may
be conceding too much to many social demo-
crats who want a 'beneficent' U.S. imperial-
ism). Our problem is not that they propose
legal, peaceful, limited actions, but that
they oppose expanding the boundaries of the,
struggle. Moreover, from our perspective
as students, they are nothing more than
parasites, interested only in leeching our
strength while asking us to put aside our
own specific struggles.

" Holding back the struggle, allying with
capital, is a tactic of capitulation: at best
best, liberal capital will only fight with

other capital over the terms of exploitation.

Such fights may be useful to us, but only if
we can use them, which demands being autono-
mous from them. To even get reforms, inter-

nationally or in the U.S., we must push be-
yond reformism. That students have done this
is clear. Counter to conciliation, some stu-
dents have raised the tactic that to get di-
vestment and other concessions, the universi-
ties must become ungovernable, as the people
of South Africa have determined to make that
nation ungovernable and unprofitable until
apartheid dies.

Excarceration or Education

It is difficult to predict exactly how the
student movement will evolve, but it is clear
that it is heading in a particular direction.
On the organizational level, it seems likely
that the movement will continue to retain a
high degree of autonomy on both a local and
regional basis. Students are already organi-
zing on a regional basis, with West, Mid-West,
South and Northeast operating largely in sep-
arate and distinct spheres, and at the local
level are making demands that cannot be met
through official channels.

Tactically, it is clear that certain ele-
ments within the movement will seek to repeat
the tactics of the past spring on the basis
that they have been successful in moblllzlng
large numbers of students. To the extent that
some of these tactics were equally successful
in getting large numbers of students arrested,
it is imperative that the movement discuss’ the
obvious shortcomings of this tactic of capi-
tulation.: Otherwise, not only will we simply
continue to fill the state's coffers, but also
we will exclude from the movement many more

South Africa? No - Cornell!
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students who daily lives of school, waged job,
family, etc. often precludes days of sitting,
going to jail, paying fines, etc.

It is precisely in the process of struggle
that students are beginning to recognize their
own interests as a particular secial force, as
well as their ties to others. In marches that
are taking place from one school to another
(engineering to liberal arts), and from one
neighborhood to another, in struggles deman-
ding an end to sexist and racist attacks and
an end to attacks on the student wage designed
to systematically purge the working class from
"higher educaction,' students .are:beginning
to overcome the divisions capital has imposed
on them in order to rule. ’

When, . for example, students are forced to
recognize that the legal fictions professed
by the university's courts are only laws within
laws, an additional disciplinary process on
the terrain of academics designed to punish
academically (suspension, expulsion) for par-
ticipation in struggle, they are forced to un-
derstand how their struggle on campus helps
the struggle against apartheid. And when stu-
dents realize their specific role as unwaged

raw material in capital's social factory, it
becomes clear why they must fight the univer-
sity, the state and the South African regime.
It is cnly when students struggle for them-
‘Students must now begin to move beyond di-
vestment (but not stop that demand) and begin
to act for themselves, conscious of the speci-
fic settings and circumstances that define
them. The students are in motion, but do not
not yet realize the particular soeial reality
in which they exist, their relation to capital
and to other sectors of the working class (we
can here exclude those who calculatedly seek
to manage the rest of us for- the purpose of
ensuring accumulation). In this, students
will have to overcome their own divisions as
well, rather than be dominated by some sec-
tors of students acting in the name of all
sectors.
It is only when students struggle for them-
selves that they can begin to practice true
solidarity with revolutionary movements in
South Africa, Central America, etc., and in
that solidarity the students own struggles
reveal their importance in the attack on
capital.




